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Studio Philosophy

Wendy Azrak’s Scio Ridge Suzuki Studio is a member of the Ann Arbor Suzuki Institute and is based on the philosophy of teaching of Dr. Shinichi Suzuki.  This philosophy is summed up in the concepts of “Mother Tongue Method” and “Every Child Can Learn”.  Although violin skills are learned at a very high level, it is most important to watch the growth of the whole child, using music as a means for gaining greater self-confidence and inherent beauty within.

Lesson Structure

Each child receives instruction in three formats; the private lesson in the studio while I instruct the child and parent, the home lessons with the parent, and the group lessons with peers.  Each of these formats provides a varied approach to learning and enhances each other.  
Private lessons:  
Pre-Twinkle-Mid-Book 1—20 minute lessons




Late Book 1-Book 3—30 minute lessons




Book 4-? – 45 minute lessons

Home lessons:
Daily Practice led by the parent is necessary.  Part of the daily routine is the incorporation of listening to the Suzuki Repertoire

Group Class:

Pre-Twinkle- Book 1
4:30-5:00




Book 2-Book 4

5:00-5:30




Advanced Violin*

5:30-6:15 /
Viola 
 5:30-6:15
*Advanced Class* is for high school and middle school students if they meet the requirements which are:

· Must be in Book 5 and 
· Must be able to perform review easily 
· Must be able to work on their music independently
Beginning Students

 
The beginning student is known as the Pre-Twinkle student.  Much of the most important learning happens in this crucial early phase of learning.  The student starts on a “box” violin and learns the basics of holding the instrument and bow, rhythms, focus, and many other elements of music making.  The parent as the home teacher is given special instruction to make the experience better.  


There is a special Parent Class held for the first 5 weeks. The fee for this class is $50.
Fee Policy
The lesson fee is based on $64.00 an hour.  There also is a group class fee and a studio fee for facilities, etc.  The whole cost is subdivided in 9 monthly payments due at the first lesson of the month.  Additionally, there is a fee for the Ann Arbor Suzuki Institute of $50 per student ($30 for each sibling)


The lesson commitment is for the year.  This is a long term learning project which needs time for the child to be most successful.
Missed Lessons

I look forward to and plan for your lessons   If you need to miss a lesson, feel free to try to switch with someone.  Just make sure the lesson times are the same length and call/email me to let me know of the switch.  I am not able to do make-up lessons.  If I need to cancel the lesson, I will arrange an alternate time or reimbursement.


Snow days:  Group class will be cancelled if Ann Arbor Public Schools are closed.  Lessons will be held (call me to confirm)

Our Year

We will have two semesters which closely follow the Ann Arbor Public School calendar.  During each semester we will have group concerts such as the Halloween Play-in, the Nutcracker Concert, the “All-Institute” Concert, a Retirement Home/Service Concert, and the final Spring Concert.  There are also two  Solo recitals for each student.  


There are many wonderful opportunities in the area, such as Suzuki workshops.  Each summer there are Suzuki Institutes held all across the country where families can go for a week of camp, meeting other teachers and making new friends.


I am usually available for lessons in July.

